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ILLUSTRATION 


OF THE 


COMMONPLACE BOOK. 


To those, who have been accustomed to the use of a Common- 
place Book, the advantage of a convenient Repository of the kind 
is well known; and to those, who have not, it's utility must be 
sufficiently obvious. The man who reads, and neglects to note 
down the essence of what he has read; the man who sees, and 
omits to record what he has seen; the man who thinks, and fails 
to treasure up his thoughts in some place, where he may readily 
find them for use at any future period; will often have oc- 
casion to regret an omission, which such a book, as is now offered 


to him, is well calculated to remedy, 


Tur inconveniences of Mr. Locke's method are palpable; 
and if a score of pages be saved by his mode of indexing, this 
is but a poor compensation for them, In the plan here adopted 
for an index, a page is assigned to each letter, considering I and 
Jas one, and U and V the same: and each page is divided into 
six parts, one being allotted to each vowel. In this index, each 
word, that forms a head in the book, is to be entered at length, 
with the page at the head of which it's initial letter stands, and 
in the division in which it's first vowel is found, if the initial be a 
consonant, or it's second, if the initial letter be a vowel; and 
the number of the page allotted to the head in the book, is to be 
placed after the word in the index, as is shown in the specimen. 
Where the initial letter is a vowel, and there is no other in the 
word, that vowel is to be considered as both the first and second. 
Thus Art should be inserted in the division A a; Egg, in the 
division Ee. 
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Wuren you wish to enter any thing in your Common-Place 
Book, select some general term, to which the matter may most na- 


; turally be referred, and enter it at the top of an even page, be- 


ginning close to the edge of the leaf on the left hand, and writing 
it conspicuously in large letters. What you wish to insert on the 
subject, you will write in the space within the ruled lines. You 
will find it convenient, to insert in the margin, a brief note of the 
matter entered: and to reserve the foot of the page beneath the 
line, for references from one head to another; as it often hap- 
pens, that a passage, which most properly finds it's place under 
one head, may, notwithstanding, be in some respect related to 
another; as appears in the specimen, under the heads America 
and Atmocsſilere. If you number every passage you insert under 
each head, it will much facilitate your reſerring ſrom one place 
to another, as I have found by experience. 


Iv making extracts from authors, it will always be proper to 


quote the book and place: and here I cannot avoid recommend- 


ing the practice followed and inculcated by Mr. Locke, which 
is, to make the page where the passage occurs, the numerator of a 


fraction, of which the number of pages in the hook is the denomi- 


nator. This, where there are many editions of a work, will com- 
monly serve to show what edition you have used; and it will 
enable yourself, or any other person, to find it pretty nearly by the 
rule of three, in any edition of the work: Were this method 
generally adopted by authors, it would frequently save their 
readers a great deal of trouble. The same principle, to follow it 
out completely, should be applied to the volumes, all editions 
of a work not consisting of the same number, as is the case in 
two of the books here quoted. When a book has different sets 
of pages, it will be necessary to note the part of the book 
quoted, as in the examples under the head Atmoghere, and Air & I. 


Wu you enter any head in your Common-Place Book, it will 
be most commodious, always to take a left-hand page, leaving 
the right-hand page opposite to it blank, for the insertion of any 

| sub- 
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subsequent matter, that may occur on the same subject: and when 
all the left-hand pages are occupied by some head or other, you 
may insert any fresh heads that offer on such right-hand pages as 
remain empty, if you think proper, beginning with those that 
are least likely to be wanted for a continuation of the head from 
the left. It will be advisable at first to leave a few pages at the 
beginning blank ; entering your first head in page 10, or 12, or any 
other you please. By doing this, if any division of your index 
Should happen to get filled up, before you have done with it, you 
can continue it in the first blank page following the index, writing 
at the end of the division so filled up, To age 1, or simply, 
T. I, and inserting the letter and vowel of the division in the 
page to which you transfer it. If any more divisions of your index 
should want enlarging, you may proceed to transfer them in the 
same manner to the first, or succeeding pages, as long as you have 
occasion. And though this can seldom prove necessary, from the 
space allotted for the index, you lose nothing by leaving any num- 
ber of pages in this manner, as general heads may be inserted in 
them at any time, if the rest of the book be filled up without 
their being wanted for enlarging your index. 


WHENEVER the two pages allotted to any subject are filled 
up, and you want to insert any thing more on it, you have 
nothing to do, but enter the head in a fresh page, writing after it, 
as a reference to the page, from which you have transferred it, 
From fhage —, or merely F. —, and at the bottom of the page from 
which it is continued, To page —, or T.—, referring to that, in which 
the continuation is to be found. The page, to which the subject 
is carried forward, should likewise be entered after the head in the 
index, 


Tux following specimen of a page of index, and eight of the 
common-place book, two of the latter being printed on one to 
save room, will serve to exemplify the preceding instructions 
in a perspicuous manner: 
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ATTRACTION, 11. . 0 ATMOSPHERE, 16. 
ART, 14. 


AMERICA, 12. 20 AUTHORITY, 15. 


AIR, 15, 18. ARMY, 17. 


— 


Attraction. 


1. Two bodies at a distance will put one another into | Inexplicable, 


motion by the force of attraction ; which is mexplicable 
by us, though made evident to us by experience, and $0 
to be taken as a principle in natural philosophy. LoCKkE's 
Works, Vol. 35 5. 255 


29s 


— 


Air. 
1. The vital part of the air, called oxygen, is con- 
tinuall produced in this climate, from the perspiration of 
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of light on clouds, or on water, in the tropical climates, 
where the sun has greater power, or may exert some yet 


unknown laws of luminous combination. DARWIN. BoTA. 
1 80 
Gar. Vol. 35 adl. notes, p. = 
2. Dr. B, whots gust come from the IWest-Tndies, 
informs me, that the air in those islands is purer than 


that of Europe in an astonishing degree. For want of 
. 18. 


vegetables in the un- shine; and probably from the action 
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America. 


Natives — 1. Those writers who have ie of the Americans as 


degenerate | 
race. 


4 | 


a degenerated race of men, have given the rems to their 
imagination, instead of attending to the dictates of truth. 
Some of them have even gone 50 far, as to extend this 
idea of deterioration to Europeans naturalized m America. 
T he refutation of this assertion may be safely left to auch 
men as Washington, Adams, and Franklm, whose ex- 
traordinar abilities and merits excuse me from entering 


into any discussion on or subject. RoLLIIN. LA 
204 


PrRousz's Vovaox, Vol. 35 p . 
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See Ax, p. 14. 6 2. 
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 Atmoshhere. 


Largoportion 


of it occasion- 


ally destroyed 


and repro- 
duced. 


— 


1. One fifteenth part of the atmosphere is occaston- 
ally destroyed, and occasionally re- produced by unknown 
causes. These causes are brought into immediate activity 


over great part of the aui face of the earth at nearly the | 


same time, but always more powerful to the northward 
{Ren to the southward of any given place; and would 
hence Seem to have their principal effect in the polar 


F* | HD 89 
Pol. 7 5 ud. Notes, p. 555. 


| circles, existing nevertheless, though with less power, | 
toward the tropics, or at the line. Darwin. Bor. GAR. 


; 


See Air, p. 14, 51, 2. 
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Authority. 


1. The fourth and last wrong measure of probability, Grand cause 
which keeps in 1gnorance or errour more people than all 
the others together, is the giving up our assent to the com- |errour. 
mon received opinions, either of our friends or party, 
neighbourhood or country. How many men have no other 
ground for their tenets, than the supposed honesty, or 
learning, or number, of those of the same professon ? 
As honest or bookish men could not err, or truth were 
to be established by the vote of the multitude: yet this 


with most men serves the turn. LockE's WoRKs, 


2 294 | 
Vol. 9 9 DP. 4599 | 
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Army. | 
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1. Nothing can be so prejudicial to the morals of the standing, 

inhabitants of country towns, as the occasional residence ſinj urious to 
of a set idle superficial young men, whose only 0C- |Morals. 
cupation is gallantry, and whose polished manners ren- 
der vice more dangerous, by concealing its deformity 
under gay ornamental drapery. An aw of fashon, 
Which ts 2 a badge of Slavery, and proves that the soul 
has not a strong individual character, awes simple coun- 
try people into an imitation of the vices, when they can- 
not catch the slippery graces of politeness. Ever corps 
is d chain of despots, who, submitting and tyrannizing 
without exercising their reason, become dead weights of 
vice and folly-on the community. WOLLSTONECRAFT'S | 


| RiGHTs or WoMAN, p. =. | | 
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| Art. 


If it do not | 
Exercise the 
mind, renders 
it indolent. 


2 ts 


stupid as mere artificers, and these are little more than 


25 


1. The habit of pursuing any occupation, which re- 
quires no mental exertion, induces an indolence or in- 
capacity of intellect. Mere artists are commonly as 


n 539 
machines. EDGEWwORTHS ON EDUCATION, p. 753. | 
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Air. F. 1: 


tive of the general fact, and means to investigate it with 
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a proper apparatus, he could not ascertain the proportion 
of oxygen in it with accuracy; but he made $0 many ex- 
periments with the best he could procure, that he is posi- 


precision on his return. 
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